
Key Topic 3: US Involvement in the 
Vietnam War, 1954-75
1) Reasons for US involvement in the Conflict in 

Vietnam, 1954-63.

• The Battle of Dien Phu and the end of French rule 
in Vietnam.

• Reasons for greater US involvement under 
Eisenhower, including the Domino Theory and 
weaknesses of the Diem government.

• Greater involvement under Kennedy, including the 
overthrow of Diem and the strategic Hamlet 
Programme



Revision session 1

Why did America get 
involved in the situation in 

Vietnam?

Title: US Involvement in Vietnam

4-Apr-19



Colour code the timeline according to the 4 
categories…



Questions- Use your timeline to ensure you can answer 
these questions….

Who used to rule over Vietnam and what did they gain?

How did Vietnamese people feel about French rule? Why?

Why did the USA support France against Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh?

How was Vietnam split?

When did American troops become involved in Vietnam?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0t-YBemwzs


Create a Timeline of the conflict 
using the main event cards

Extent of 
conflict

Year



Before 1945: 
Vietnam was part of 
the French Empire

1954: Vietnam defeat 
the French at the battle 

of Dien Bien Phu.The
French withdrew and at 
the Geneva Conference, 

the country is divided 
into Communist North 

and non-communist 
South

1954: Fighting 
begins between 
North and South

1962: First US 
Military personnel 

sent to Vietnam

1965: Us bombing 
campaign on North 

Vietnam begins

1967: 0.5 million US 
soldiers are in 

Vietnam costing $30 
billion and 300 
deaths a week

1969: peace talks 
begin and US 

troops start leaving

1973: Last US troops 
leave

1975: North 
Vietnam defeats the 

South and unites 
the country

In 1949, China became 
a Communist Country 

and supported the 
Vietminh by giving 
supplies, military 

advisers and troops

1949- In response to the 
Chinese support, the USA 

started to send the French, 
supplies, military advisers and 
troops but the soldiers were 

ordered not to fight. USA paid 
80% of the French’s costs. 

1955-
Ngo 
Dinh
Diem 

became 
presiden

t of 
South 

Vietnam



Before 1945: 
Vietnam was part of 
the French Empire

1954: Vietnam defeat 
the French at the battle 

of Dien Bien Phu.The
French withdrew and at 
the Geneva Conference, 

the country is divided 
into Communist North 

and non-communist 
South

1954: Fighting 
begins between 
North and South

1962: First US 
Military personnel 

sent to Vietnam

1965: Us bombing 
campaign on North 

Vietnam begins

1967: 0.5 million US 
soldiers are in Vietnam 

costing $30 billion and 300 
deaths a week

1969: peace talks 
begin and US troops 

start leaving

1973: Last US troops 
leave

1975: North 
Vietnam defeats the 

South and unites 
the country

In 1949, China became 
a Communist Country 

and supported the 
Vietminh by giving 
supplies, military 

advisers and troops

1949- In response to the 
Chinese support, the USA 

started to send the French, 
supplies, military advisers and 
troops but the soldiers were 

ordered not to fight. USA paid 
80% of the French’s costs. 

1955- Ngo Dinh Diem 
became president of 

South Vietnam



The Democratic 
Republic North 
Vietnam was set up by 
Ho Chi Minh. 
(communist country)

The South 
Vietnamese 
government was led 
by Ngo Dinh Diem 
(anti-communist 
country)



If the whole of Vietnam 
became Communist, what 

did the US fear would 
happen?

So… Why did America get involved?

4-Apr-19

Domino Theory

You have a row of dominoes set....What 
will happen to the last is the certainty 

that it will go over very quickly. Asia has 
already lost some 450 million peoples to 

communist dictatorship. We simply 
cannot afford greater losses. 



Watch this clip about the 
Domino Theory!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaxFY2QVWJw


The Geneva Agreement – May 1954

The North

•Ho Chi Minh
•Wanted a united Communist Vietnam
•Was supported by Russia and China
•Very popular as he fought against the 

French
•Would have won a national election

The South

•Ngo Dinh Diem
•Was Catholic and majority of 

Vietnamese are Buddhists
•Was unpopular in the South as very 

harsh towards the poor workers
•Was anti-communist

Agreed by major powers that;

•Vietnam would be split in half
•Ho Chi Minh in North (Communist)

•Ngo Dinh Diem South (Non-communist)
•There would be elections by July 1956 to elect 

a government for the whole of Vietnam



A Buddhist monk, Thich Quang Duc, protesting about the treatment of South Vietnamese 
people by Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963

Diem’s government was 
corrupt and had little respect 
for the rural population and 

Buddhists (South Vietnam was 
mostly Buddhist but Diem was 

Catholic.

Vietnam.pdf


We must support South 
Vietnam because...

If the North take control 
of the whole country 

then...

We must promote 
Capitalism because…

Russia...

It was greatly agreed that , had an election been held, Ho Chi Minh would 
have been elected president of Vietnam. Potentially, 80% of the population 

would have voted for the communist as their leader.

A US Government advisor

I am worried 
that..

We need to 
break the Geneva 
treaty because..

I need to 
persuade the 

American public 
that

Top tip: 
Use ideas 
from the 
Domino 
Theory

Write two things Eisenhower might have said to the American people.

Write two things that he might have been thinking.





Under the terms of the cease fire, elections were to be held within 
two years to reunite the country. 

However the USA prevented the elections from taking place because 
it feared that the Communists would win.

WHY?

President Eisenhower was convinced that China and the USSR were 
planning to spread Communism throughout Asia. The idea was often 
referred to as the Domino Theory. – If Vietnam fell to Communism, 
then other Asian countries might also – like a row of dominoes. 

The USA saw Vietnam first in the line of the dominoes and were 
determined not to let it fall.

L.O. To understand why the USA became involved in Vietnam.



Who are the people in this picture and what are they doing? 

America was trying to stop the spread of…
Because…
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America at this time was worried because…

Key words
Vietcong, USA, force, soldiers, control, Communist, Buddhism

An American cartoon showing the Domino Theory
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Explain why the USA became involved in 
Vietnam

Describe the Domino Theory

P: The Domino Theory was…

E: The idea of the Domino Theory 
worried America because…

PEEL 1: Explain what Russia was 
doing after WW2 and how this 

led to the issue in Asia. 

PEEL 2: Explain why Vietnam 
being Communist was a problem 

with reference to the Domino 
Theory



IF THIS IS ANSWER 

WHAT IS THE 

QUESTION?



President Eisenhower











Key Topic 3: US Involvement in the 
Vietnam War, 1954-75
2) Escalation of the conflict under Johnson

• The increasing threat of the Vietcong

• The Gulf of Tonkin Incident, 1964, and increased US 
involvement in Vietnam



Escalation Under Johnson





Key Topic 3: US Involvement in the 
Vietnam War, 1954-75
3) The nature of the Conflict in Vietnam 1964-1968

• The guerrilla tactics used by the Vietcong.

• The methods used by the USA, including Search 
and Destroy, Operation Rolling Thunder and 
chemical weapons. 

• The key features and significance of the Tet 
Offensive, 1968.



How would you 
attack and defend 

a country like 
this?

Title: Comparing military tactics

LO: To compare the different tactics 
of America and the Vietcong. 

4-Apr-19

It is terrible country for fighting. The 
jungle trees and vines cover the sharp 

ridges and deep valleys in the mountains 
make military movement difficult. Bombs 

explode harmlessly on the thick jungle 
canopy.





Video Source

• The video is from an American movie on the 
Vietnam war.

• What can you learn about the tactics that the USA 
used in Vietnam?

• From the movie clip, what do you think US public 
opinion was towards to the war?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mds7omhug0w&safe=active


Tactic What was it? Impact?

Operation Rolling Thunder

Search and Destroy

Agent Orange

Napalm

American tactics



Tactic What was it? Impact?

Booby Traps

Tunnel system

Ho Chi Minh Trail

Viet Cong tactics

2. Explain why, in spite of their technological advantage, the Americans could not win in Vietnam
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________



Why were the USA unsuccessful in 
the Vietnam War? [6]

Use quotes, inferences and your own 
knowledge to support your arguments

Explain why the USA’s tactics 
were to blame for their failure 

in Vietnam

1) Point: One main difference between 
the tactics used by North Vietnam and 

America was...

Evidence: Use key words and ideas to 
explain differences in detail

Explain: The Vietcong were always 
likely to win the war because...

2) Point: Another major difference 
was...

Key words
Technology, operation rolling thunder, 
napalm, agent orange, tunnels, secret 

trails, booby traps
guerrilla warfare

My conscience won’t let me go shoot my brother, or 
some darker people, or some poor hungry people in 
the mud for big powerful America. And shoot them 
for what? They never called me nigger. They never 
lynched me. They never put no dogs on me. They 
never robbed me of my nationality or raped and 

killed my mother and father. What am I going to do? 
Shoot them for what?…How can I shoot them poor 

people?…just take me to jail…

Muhammad Ali, World Heavyweight Boxing Champion, 
on why he refused to fight in Vietnam. He was fined 

$10,000 for refusing to fight, stripped of his boxing title 
(he later won this back) and sentenced to 5 years in jail 
(although he never spent a day in prison as his won his 

appeal against conviction).

A

B

An image 
showing the US 

search and 
Destroy tactics



Info sheet: tactics in the Vietnam War

• American

America had superior resources and technology. The main problem for the US 
was that their guerrilla enemy, the Viet Cong, hid out among the thick, dense 
forest, and stayed in villages among the ordinary folk. 

In the attempt to find the Viet Cong fighters, the US launched an operation 
called Search and Destroy : they searched Vietnamese villages for Viet Cong 
fighters and, if they suspected there were any there, destroyed the village. 
This often led to deaths of innocent civilians including women and children. 
The missions made ordinary people hate the Americans: as one marine said of 
a search and destroy mission – “If they weren’t Viet Cong before we got 
there, they sure as hell were by the time we left”. The Viet Cong often 
helped the villager’s re-build their homes and bury their dead.

When the Americans suspected that they had found a Viet Cong base, they 
would drop Napalm on the site. Napalm was a very flammable fluid, that 
would burn through almost anything. It often hit civilians. 

The Americans attempted to force the Vietnamese to surrender through 
Operation Rolling Thunder. These were bombing raids on Vietnamese towns, 
intended to destroy morale. 

The thick forest was a real problem for the Americans, because this was how 
the Viet Cong hid. Determined to find the Viet Cong bases and supply routes, 
the Americans sprayed a chemical called Agent Orange onto the forests from 
aeroplanes. It killed the trees, so that the Americans could find their enemy. 
But the chemical caused much more harm than this. It killed crops, causing 
people to go hungry. It also caused birth defects in children borne to people 
who were exposed to the chemical.

• Viet Cong
The Viet Cong were a guerrilla branch of the North Vietnamese 
army. They used a range of tactics to beat the Americans. The 
tactics were not high-tech: they relied on knowing the landscape 
and having the backing of the ordinary folk. 

Booby traps are an example of a Viet Cong tactic. For example, 
the Viet Cong would place trip wires or dig holes filled with 
spikes, sometimes coated in human excrement, and then would 
cover the hole with leaves to deceive the enemy. Markers like 
broken sticks would be left on the path to warn fellow Viet Cong 
about the locations. 

Tunnels were used by Viet Cong guerrillas as hiding spots during 
combat, as well as serving as communication and supply routes, 
hospitals, food and weapon caches and living quarters for numerous 
guerrilla fighters. This frustrated Americans who could not locate 
the tunnels. 

The Ho Chi Minh Trail was a network of paths that served as hidden 
route through the jungle for Viet Cong soldiers and Vietnamese 
Civilians. The Viet Cong used it to move troops, weapons and other 
supplies into and around the country without being detected by the 
Americans. The Americans constantly tried to find the trail, but it 
was too well hidden and frequently changed. It was essential in 
allowing the north Vietnamese to beat the Americans.  



American Tactics



Why did the Americans think they 
would win?



American tactics

• Operation Rolling Thunder

- Bombing N. Vietnamese towns 
to destroy morale

• Search and Destroy

- Looking for the Vietcong in 
villages. If Vietcong presence 
was suspected, the village was 
destroyed



American tactics continued…
• Chemical weapons

Agent OrangeNapalm



Napalm • A fluid that burns 
through almost 
anything. The 
Americans hoped it 
would hit Vietcong 
bases. In fact, it 
often hit civilians.

"Napalm is the most terrible pain you can imagine," said Kim Phúc, a napalm 
bombing survivor known from a famous Vietnam War photograph. "Water boils at 
100 degrees Celsius (212°F). Napalm generates temperatures of 800 (1,500°F) to 
1,200 degrees Celsius (2,200°F)."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phan_Th%E1%BB%8B_Kim_Ph%C3%BAc


Agent Orange

• Destroyed crops and trees

• Attacked the human body and led to birth defects



Vietcong Tactics



How did the North Vietnamese 
fight back?

•Viet Cong

•Guerrilla tactics
• http://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=O_Sji9OhAuI&feature=fv
wrel

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_Sji9OhAuI&feature=fvwrel


Vietcong tactics

• Booby traps were cheap 
and effective

• Aimed to kill and injure 
Americans

• Spikes covered in 
excrement



The tunnel system



Ho Chi Minh Trail

• A jungle path

• 60 tonnes a day carried to the 
Vietcong in the south. 

• Essential to Vietnamese 
Victory





What might the long term 
effects of chemical weapons 

be on Vietnam and the 
people?

Link to last lesson:

Why did America use chemical 
weapons?

From the source I can infer that 
chemical weapons...



Documentary Source

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgOXApURmCY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3GQdZjBMpc

Key Words

Agent Orange
Napalm
Justified

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgOXApURmCY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3GQdZjBMpc


Between 1962 and 1977, 77 million litres of 
chemical defoliants were sprayed over 

South Vietnam, the most widely used being 
Agent Orange. The logic behind it use was 

simple – to deny the North Vietnamese 
cover on the ground as they transported 

supplies and personnel around thus making 
them more easy to be spotted from the air 

and attacked by US forces.

US planes spraying chemicals on 
North Vietnam.

US Army Photographer

Vietnam doctors believe the effects 

of Agent Orange are ongoing still 

today

Vietnamese Health Department, 

2013

Since the North Vietnamese were fighting 
their own land, they could wait and hide. It 
was costing the USA  $14 billion a year, so 
they had do something radical to win the 

war quickly.

US Historian



There was no concern about Vietnamese 
casualties. It didn't matter if North or 

South Vietnamese people died, it was our 
country and our troops that mattered. 

US General Ramsey Clark, 1980 

The Vietcong perfected various ambush 
techniques, such as setting booby traps 

and trip wires linked to grenades and 
camouflaged pits with bamboo stakes  

hidden at the bottom. These tricks terrified 
the US troops and killed 200 soldiers a day.

History Textbook, 2000

American troops pulling a troop 
from a Vietnamese trap during 

the war.

From 1966 scientist and doctors around the world were raising 
their concerns about the impact of Agent Orange of the 

Vietnamese people and land. It wasn't until December 1970 
that the US decided to stop using chemicals in Vietnam

British Historian, 1990



Title: The Tet Offensive

LO: To explore why the American 
public turned against the Vietnam 

War

4-Apr-19

Tet, or the Vietnamese new 
year, is the most important 

day of the Vietnamese 
calendar. Tet is a time for 
family reunions and for 

visiting the temple. 

What might the USA and the South 
Vietnamese expect to happen on the 

night before Tet in 1968? 

(remember that the British and the 
Germans had played football on 

Christmas day during WW1)

1965 1975
US military involvement in the 

Vietnam War







The Tet Offensive

1) What was the Vietcong target?

2) How successful was the Vietcong attack?

3) How might the Americans retaliate?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ssdK5hHe7s&safe=active
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Marines_in_DaiDo_Vietnam_during_Tet_Offensive_1968.jpg


My Lai Massacre Questions

1) When did the My Lai Massacre happen?

2) How could the My Lai Massacre be seen as immoral?

3) How would people in America have felt about the My Lai Massacre?

4) How would President Johnson’s reputation suffer because of this event?

5) How might this event have led to the USA losing the Vietnam War?



The US Response to the Tet Offensive - My 
Lai

The My Lai massacre is probably one of the most infamous events of the Vietnam War. The My Lai 
massacre took place on March 16th 1968. 

My Lai was a village of about 700 inhabitants some 100 miles to the southeast of the US base of 
Danang. Shortly after dawn on March 16th, three platoons of US troops from C Company, 11th Brigade, 
arrived in the Son My area having been dropped off by helicopters. 1 Platoon was commanded by 
Lieutenant William Calley and was ordered to My Lai village. They were part of Task Force Barker – the 
codename for a search and destroy mission. They had been told to expect to find Vietcong soldiers in 
the village. 

When the troops from 1 Platoon moved through the village they started to fire at the villagers. These 
were women, children and the elderly as the young men had gone to the paddy fields to work. Sergeant 
Michael Bernhardt, who was at My Lai, was quoted in 1973 as stating that he saw no one who could 
have been considered to be of military age. He also stated that the US troops in My Lai met no 
resistance. An army photographer, Ronald Haeberie, witnessed a US soldier shoot two young boys who 
he believed were no more than five years of age. Other photos taken at the scene of the massacre show 
bodies of what can only be very young children. 

Those who returned to the village claimed that it took three days to bury the bodies. They were later to 
report that some of the children had their throats cut and that some of the bodies had not just been 
shot but had also been mutilated. 





4) Purpose: (why do you think it was created?)

I can see…

American people would have felt…

I think that the photographer took this photograph because...



I think that people I 
America would have 
wanted 
________________
________________
________________
________________
because_________
________________
________________
________________

The image would 
make Americas feel 
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________

The reason why the 
image focuses on

........................... is 

because 
_________________

_________________

I can see 
_________________

__________________
__________________

Key words:    dirty     bodies      poor   desperate     weak    
terrible      harsh      children      work     pointless          cruel





What is the message of 
this source?

What is the purpose of 
this source?

4-Apr-19

Title: Lyndon Johnson and Vietnam
LO: To explore how the war in 
Vietnam affected Johnson’s 
popularity.

“Flower Power” Photographed 
by Bernie Boston on October 
21, 1967  for the Washington 
Star (Bernie Boston had been 
in the army before the Vietnam 
War in 1958)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg


What is the message of the cartoon?

Evidence from the 
source

The protestor is_______
____________________
____________________
____________________
He is trying to say 
that_________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Link to own knowledge

Young people in America 
felt______________ 
____________________
____________________
because_____________
____________________

The draft also made 
African American people 
feel ________________
____________________
____________________
because _____________
____________________
____________________

Overall, the message of this source is________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

“Flower Power” Photographed by Bernie 
Boston on October 21, 1967  for the 
Washington Star (Bernie Boston had been in 
the army before the Vietnam War in 1958)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flower_Power_by_Bernie_Boston.jpg


The War at Home
• The Tet Offensive of January 1968 weakened 

Johnson’s credibility and led the media to take a 
more skeptical view of LBJ’s actions.

• By the 1960s the mass media, especially TV, 
was a major force in shaping American public 
opinion.
• More than 60 million Americans watched 

the nightly TV news, and the television spin 
became somewhat critical of the war by 
1968. 

• After the Tet Offensive, about half of all 
Americans opposed the war. The Democratic 
Party especially was divided over war policies. 
Some wanted an immediate pull out, others 
wanted a gradual pull out, and others wanted 
the U.S. to remain committed to maintaining 
South Vietnam. 

64

The anti-war movement began as a relatively 
idealistic movement with faith that government 
would respond to their concerns. By 1968 there 
was much anger and rising militancy resulting 
from frustration with LBJ’s war policies. 
However, as captured by this photo, the peace 
movement also included many who believed 
that one must demonstrate love and peace in 
order to change the world.



LBJ bows out in March, 1968
• President Johnson was deeply affected by the 

Tet Offensive and his own staff had become 
polarized over the war. Clark Clifford, a 
member of his inner circle,  had shifted against 
the war.

• Johnson could see that he had lost his 
popularity.

• On March 31, 1968, LBJ announced that he 
would seek a real peace in Vietnam through 
negotiation, he would suspend the bombing 
campaign, and he would not run for re-
election.

• Johnson did not want to participate in the 
bloody combat of a polarized election 
campaign.

65

LBJ’s March announcement stunned 
the country. Before the Tet Offensive, 
most considered him the frontrunner 

for re-election. However, 1968 
brought frequent and dramatic 

changes every week. By March, the 
credibility gap and anti-war sentiment 
was too great for LBJ to overcome. His 

announcement created much 
speculation about who might win the 

Democratic nomination.



Key Topic 3: US Involvement in the 
Vietnam War, 1954-75
3) Changes under Nixon, 1969-73

• The key features of Vietnamisation. Reasons for its 
failure.

• The Nixon Doctrine and the withdrawal of US 
troops.

• Attacks on Cambodia, 1970, and Laos, 1971, and 
the bombing of North Vietnam, 1972.



After Johnson stepped down Nixon had to 
make a decision on Vietnam

If you were Nixon would you:

1) Pull all troops out of Vietnam 
and admit defeat

2) Keep all troops in Vietnam and 
try to win the war

3) Train the South Vietnamese to 
fight the Vietcong and withdraw 
the US troops slowly 



Nixon and Kissinger

• Nixon had chosen Henry Kissinger as his 
primary foreign policy advisor. 
• Like Nixon, Kissinger was a “tough” hawk on 

Vietnam. But they were also pragmatic and 
flexible in their foreign policy deliberations.

• Both Nixon and Kissinger privately felt that 
the Vietnam War was not winnable by 1969.

• But they also felt that a unilateral withdrawal 
would be too costly politically and in 
American world prestige.

• Nixon and Kissinger decided on a plan for 
slow withdrawal. 

68

President Nixon with Henry 
Kissinger on the Air Force 

One.



Name: Henry Kissinger

Political Stance: Hawk – liked 
aggressive foreign policy which 
made America look militarily 
strong.

Hates: Compromise with countries 
and having to make peace or 
surrender during war.

Name: Tim L Carter

Political Stance: Dove – liked 
peaceful solutions to conflict and 
to avoid putting soldiers into other 
countries. 

Hates: Aggressive macho foreign 
policy and believes that good 
communication can resolve issues.



Nixon’s policies

Vietnamisation 
was when…

I think that 
Vietnamisation was 
extremely ineffective 
because…

3/
10



Complete the following chart using the information sheets provided

Name of policy What was it? (L4/5) How effective was it? Give it a score out of 10 (10 
being very effective) and explain your rating. (L6)

Vietnamisation

Madman 
strategy

Detente Policy



The Nixon Doctrine - Vietnamisation
By the summer of 1969, he outlined the foreign policy known as 

the Nixon Doctrine.

The Nixon Doctrine declared that the U.S. would supply equipment 

and aid, but not troops to fight against the Vietcong. 

Nixon’s policy of turning the war over to the South Vietnamese was 

called “Vietnamisation.”  However, it was probably doomed 

from the start for reasons that were apparent as far back as the 

Kennedy administration. 

• The Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN), with a few 

exceptions by the early 70s, were not the motivated 

army needed to fight against the Vitecong. Furthermore, 

most Vietnamese peopledid not support the Americans 

anyway!

72

ARVN troops rush to the scene of a Viet Cong 
attack on the outskirts of a town in 1972. Note 

the reliance on conventional vehicles using major 
highways. The Viet Cong, relying on guerilla 

tactics, controlled the conditions of battle and it is 
likely that they were long gone by the time the 

ARVN troops arrived.



Vietnamisation

By the late 60s, the ARVN had improved significantly 
as a fighting force, especially in the Catholic and 
southernmost regions of Vietnam. However there 
were several problems in relying upon the ARVN:

• the ARVN were mostly conscripts and their 
desertion rate was high. 

• ARVN officers were generally appointed for 
political loyalties rather than professional 
competence. 

• When called upon to perform solo 
operations, the ARVN did not perform well, 
as evidenced by the 1971 invasion of Laos in 
which the ARVN (without direct U.S. troop 
backing) were routed by the communists.

• Meanwhile Nixon set about trying to 
convince the American public that the ARVN 
were ready to defend South Vietnam on 
their own. Most serious observers 
understood the flaw in this argument, but 
what most Americans wanted by now was 
U.S. troop withdrawal, regardless of the fate 
of South Vietnam.
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ARVN firebase, nine miles inside Laos, 1971. 
Nixon’s approval of the invasion of Laos 
outraged the antiwar advocates and helped 
de-stabilize this region of Southeast Asia.



Nixon’s Madman Strategy

• Another aspect of Nixon’s Vietnam 
policy was the so-called “madman” 
strategy. Nixon allowed Henry 
Kissinger to informally reveal during 
secret negotiations with North 
Vietnam that President Nixon himself 
was unstable and liable to go to 
extreme lengths (escalating the war, 
new invasions and bombings, hinting 
at using nuclear weapons) if North 
Vietnam did not agree to peace talks. 

• This approach was not very successful 
in a direct way, but Nixon and other 
hawks believed that his heavy 
bombing of the North – perhaps a 
form of this “madman” rage -
ultimately drove the North 
Vietnamese to the peace talks. 

Nixon points to a reporter during a press 
conference.



Nixon’s Detente (peace) Policy

• While Vietnamization and his madman strategy 
were not very effective, Nixon did have one foreign 
policy strategy that was highly successful – and 
which helped his Vietnam policy. This was the policy 
of triangulation: pursuing détente (peace talks) with 
both the Soviets and (Red) China.

• Nixon was approached privately by the Red Chinese 
soon after his election to see if he was interested in 
a U.S. - Chinese détente. The Soviets were already 
working on détente with the U.S.

• In détente, both sides work toward reducing Cold War 
tensions. They do this by establishing communication 
lines, securing nuclear arms limitation treaties, 
establishing trade, and emphasizing diplomacy over 
military posturing.

• With rising détente, Nixon could perhaps get the 
Chinese to help him secure a peace agreement with 
the North Vietnamese.

• Nixon visited China in 1972, signaling an end to the 
old-style Cold War era, and bringing Nixon his 
greatest foreign policy achievement.
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This photo captures Nixon’s visit to 
China. Détente helped Nixon persuade 
the Chinese and Soviets to be less rigid 

in their support for North Vietnam, 
and this aided his efforts to get a 

treaty with the North Vietnamese.



The Nixon Doctrine - Vietnamisation

The Nixon Doctrine said that the U.S. would supply 

equipment and aid, but not troops to fight 

against the Vietcong. 

Nixon’s policy of turning the war over to the South 

Vietnamese was called “Vietnamisation.” 

BUT: the South Vietnamese army, the Army of the 

Republic of Vietnam (ARVN), were not a very 

good army!
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ARVN troops rush to the scene of a Viet Cong 
attack on the outskirts of a town in 1972. Note 

the reliance on conventional vehicles using major 
highways. The Viet Cong, relying on guerilla 

tactics, controlled the conditions of battle and it is 
likely that they were long gone by the time the 

ARVN troops arrived.



Nixon’s Madman Strategy

• Another aspect of Nixon’s Vietnam 
policy was the so-called “madman” 
strategy.

• Kennedy’s advisors pretended that 
the President was a bit crazy and 
was thinking about using nuclear 
weapons if North Vietnam did not 
agree to peace.

• Many people think that this made 
the North Vietnamese want to 
have peace. 

Nixon points to a reporter during a press 
conference.



Nixon’s Detente (peace) Policy

• Détente just means peace.

• A major part of Nixon’s policy 
towards North Vietnam was talking 
to Russia and China and trying to get 
them to stop supporting North 
Vietnam.

• This was a main reason why North 
Vietnam had peace talks with 
America in the end. 
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This photo captures Nixon’s visit to 
China. Détente helped Nixon persuade 
the Chinese and Soviets to be less rigid 

in their support for North Vietnam, 
and this aided his efforts to get a 

treaty with the North Vietnamese.







Reasons for the Growth of Opposition





Which groups supported 
the Vietnam war?

Title: Support for the Vietnam War

4-Apr-19

Hard Hats

Many working 
class people

The older generation 
who had witnessed or 

served in WW2

The Silent Majority



Why did people support the war?





Title: Why did the war end?

4-Apr-19









Why did the USA lose in Vietnam?







Explain why the USA lost the war in Vietnam.


