
Y12! Here's a curated list of readings, podcasts, and videos for A-level students studying the Early 

Stuarts and the English Civil War: 

  

**Reading List:** 

  

1. **"The World Turned Upside Down: Radical Ideas During the English Revolution" by Christopher 

Hill** 

   - Provides insights into the radical ideas and social changes that emerged during the English 

Revolution. 

  

2. **"The Causes of the English Civil War" by Conrad Russell** 

   - Examines the complex causes of the English Civil War, including political, religious, and social 

factors. 

  

3. **"The Civil War: The War of the Three Kingdoms 1638-1660" by Trevor Royle** 

   - Offers a comprehensive overview of the entire period of the Civil War, covering events in 

England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

  

4. **"God's Fury, England's Fire: A New History of the English Civil Wars" by Michael Braddick** 

   - Explores the social and cultural aspects of the English Civil Wars, providing a nuanced 

understanding of the conflicts. 

  

5. **"The Stuart Age: England 1603-1714" by Barry Coward** 

   - A broader examination of the Stuart period, offering insights into the political, economic, and 

cultural developments. 

  

**Podcast List:** 

  

1. **"The History Extra Podcast - The English Civil War"** 

   - Features expert interviews and discussions on various aspects of the English Civil War. 

  

2. **"Revolutions Podcast - The English Civil War"** 

   - A detailed and well-researched podcast series that covers the events leading up to and during the 

English Civil War. 



  

3. **"British History Podcast - The English Civil War" (Episodes 188-208)** 

   - Provides a chronological narrative of the English Civil War with a focus on key events and 

personalities. 

  

4. **"The Civil War: England's Fight for Freedom" (BBC Radio 4)** 

   - A radio documentary series exploring the causes, events, and aftermath of the English Civil War. 

  

5. **"The English Civil War: A People's History" (BBC Podcast)** 

   - Explores the impact of the Civil War on ordinary people and their perspectives on the conflicts. 

  

**Video List:** 

  

1. **"The English Civil War - A Timewatch Guide" (BBC Documentary)** 

   - A comprehensive documentary that examines the key events and figures of the English Civil War. 

  

2. **"Simon Schama's A History of Britain - Episode 5: The British Wars"** 

   - Part of a larger series, this episode delves into the English Civil War and its repercussions. 

  

3. **"The English Civil War in 10 Minutes" (Animated History)** 

   - A concise animated overview of the English Civil War, suitable for quick understanding of key 

events. 

  

4. **"The King and the Revolution" (BBC Documentary)** 

   - Explores the relationship between Charles I and Parliament, leading to the outbreak of the English 

Civil War. 

  

5. **"Battlefield Britain - Naseby" (History Documentary)** 

   - Focuses on the Battle of Naseby, a pivotal engagement in the English Civil War, providing insights 

into military strategies. 

  

These resources should provide a solid foundation for A-level students studying the Early Stuarts and 

the English Civil War, covering various aspects of the period. 



Y12! Here's a curated list of readings, podcasts, and videos for A-level students studying democracy 

and dictatorships in Germany from 1919 to 1963: 

  

**Reading List:** 

  

1. **"The Weimar Republic" by Detlev J.K. Peukert** 

   - Offers a comprehensive analysis of the Weimar Republic, exploring the challenges it faced and 

the factors leading to its downfall. 

  

2. **"The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich" by William L. Shirer** 

   - A classic work on the Nazi era, providing a detailed account of Hitler's rise to power and the 

events leading to World War II. 

  

3. **"The Coming of the Third Reich" by Richard J. Evans** 

   - Part of a trilogy, this book focuses on the rise of the Nazi Party and the collapse of democratic 

institutions in Germany. 

  

4. **"Inside Hitler's Germany: Life Under the Third Reich" by Matthew Hughes and Chris Mann** 

   - Examines the daily life of ordinary Germans during the Nazi era, shedding light on how the regime 

maintained control. 

  

5. **"The Reconstruction of Nations: Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus, 1569-1999" by Timothy 

Snyder** 

   - Provides insights into the impact of Nazi and Soviet occupations on Eastern European nations, 

including Germany's role. 

  

**Podcast List:** 

  

1. **"The History Extra Podcast - Weimar Germany"** 

   - Expert interviews and discussions on various aspects of the Weimar Republic and the rise of 

Hitler. 

  

2. **"The History Hour - Germany 1933: The Path to Dictatorship" (BBC World Service)** 



   - A historical overview of the events leading to Hitler's appointment as Chancellor and the 

consolidation of power. 

  

3. **"The History Extra Podcast - The Berlin Airlift"** 

   - Explores the post-World War II period, including the division of Germany and the Berlin Airlift. 

  

4. **"Revolutions Podcast - The German Revolution"** 

   - Provides an in-depth look at the revolutionary period in Germany, covering the end of World War 

I and the early Weimar Republic. 

  

5. **"The Nazi Years: A Documentary" (BBC Radio 4)** 

   - A radio documentary series that examines various aspects of Nazi Germany, from propaganda to 

resistance. 

  

**Video List:** 

  

1. **"The Weimar Republic and Nazi Germany" (CrashCourse History)** 

   - A concise and informative video series covering the key events of the Weimar Republic and the 

rise of Nazi Germany. 

  

2. **"The Rise of Adolf Hitler" (DW Documentary)** 

   - Explores the life of Adolf Hitler and the factors that contributed to his rise to power in Germany. 

  

3. **"Germany's Wartime Conspiracies - World War II" (Timeline - World History Documentaries)** 

   - Examines the political landscape and conspiracies within Germany during World War II. 

  

4. **"Nuremberg: Nazis on Trial" (BBC Documentary Series)** 

   - A documentary series that delves into the Nuremberg Trials, providing insights into the 

prosecution of Nazi leaders. 

  

5. **"The Cold War: Germany" (BBC Documentary Series)** 

   - Explores the division of Germany during the Cold War and its implications for East and West 

Germany. 



  

These resources should provide A-level students with a well-rounded understanding of democracy 

and dictatorships in Germany from 1919 to 1963, covering political, social, and historical aspects of 

the period. 

Y13 - Here's a curated list of readings, podcasts, and videos for A-level students studying the witch-

craze and popular culture of the 16th and 17th centuries: 

  

**Reading List:** 

  

1. **"The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe" by Brian P. Levack** 

   - A comprehensive overview of the witch trials, providing historical context and analysis of the 

phenomenon. 

  

2. **"The Devil in the Shape of a Woman: Witchcraft in Colonial New England" by Carol F. Karlsen** 

   - Focuses on the witch trials in colonial New England, exploring the role of gender in accusations of 

witchcraft. 

  

3. **"Witches, Wife Beaters, and Whores: Common Law and Common Folk in Early America" by 

Elaine Forman Crane** 

   - Examines the legal and social aspects of witchcraft accusations in early America. 

  

4. **"The European Witch-Hunt" by Julian Goodare** 

   - Offers an in-depth analysis of the European witch-hunt, exploring regional variations and societal 

factors. 

  

5. **"The Witchcraft Sourcebook" edited by Brian P. Levack** 

   - A compilation of primary sources, including trial records, treatises, and contemporary accounts 

related to witchcraft. 

  

**Podcast List:** 

  

1. **"The History Extra Podcast - Witch Hunts in Early Modern Europe"** 

   - A detailed exploration of the witch hunts in Europe with expert interviews and insights. 

  



2. **"Lore Podcast - Episode 68: The Best Defense"** 

   - Explores historical cases of witchcraft accusations and the societal factors that fueled the 

hysteria. 

  

3. **"The History of England Podcast - Episodes 197-201: The Witch Hunts"** 

   - Covers the witch hunts in England during the 16th and 17th centuries, providing a chronological 

narrative. 

  

4. **"Stuff You Missed in History Class - The European Witch Trials"** 

   - A well-researched podcast episode that delves into various aspects of the European witch trials. 

  

5. **"BBC In Our Time - The Witch Trials"** 

   - A panel of historians discusses the witch trials, providing a balanced and informative perspective. 

  

**Video List:** 

  

1. **"Witches: A Century of Murder" (BBC Documentary)** 

   - Explores the social and political context of the witch trials in the 17th century. 

  

2. **"Salem Witch Trials: The World Behind the Hysteria" (National Geographic)** 

   - Investigates the Salem witch trials, providing historical context and examining the hysteria. 

  

3. **"Witchcraft: The Pendle Witch Child" (Channel 5 Documentary)** 

   - Focuses on the Pendle witch trials in 1612, providing a detailed look at the accusations and trials. 

  

4. **"The Devil's Plantation: East Anglia's Witch Trials" (Documentary)** 

   - Explores the witch trials in East Anglia, shedding light on the regional variations in witch-hunting. 

  

5. **"The Burning Times" (Documentary)** 

   - Examines the witch trials in Europe, featuring interviews with historians and reenactments of 

historical events. 

  



These resources should provide a well-rounded understanding of the witch craze and popular 

culture during the 16th and 17th centuries. 


