
 

History Newsletter: Term 1 

Welcome back! 

We hope your child has settled into the new term and are now excited for the year ahead in History. This year we 

have created a KS3 newsletter to provide parents and carers with information on the current topics being studied 

and some guidance for how you can help our young historians at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 

What are we learning? 

HT1: Entertainment Through Time HT2: Heroes and Villains 

A chronological study looking at 
how people in different periods of 
time kept themselves entertained. 
This is an introduction into the 
different time periods and key skills 
needed by all young historians. 

A chronological study investigating 
key individuals and differing 
interpretations around whether they 
could be considered a hero or a 
villain.  

Questions you can ask at home 

1. What is the definition of 
‘chronology’? 

2. What different ways might 
people stay entertained? 

3. Do you think 
entertainment has 
changed or stayed the 
same throughout history? 

4. What might cause 
entertainment to change 
throughout history? 

 

1. What criteria is need to 
judge whether someone is a 
hero or a villain? 

2. Why might different 
historians come to different 
conclusions about the same 
thing? 

3. What impact did the 
different individuals have? 

4. Who was the biggest 
hero/villain? 

Year 8 

What are we learning? 

HT1: African Kingdoms HT2: Slave Trade 

Students challenge different 
interpretations on pre-colonial 
Africa, focussing on the kingdoms 
of Kongo and Mali. They gather 
evidence and use it to question 
common misconceptions of 
medieval Africa. 

This is a continuation of the study of 
Africa, however this time with a 
focus on the impact of colonisation 
and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. 
Students will also examine the long 
term impact of the slave trade on the 
world. 

Questions you can ask at home 

1. Who has historically told 
the history of Africa? 

2. Why might people have 
different interpretations 
about the same thing? 

3. What types of sources can 
be used to learn about the 
history of Africa? 

4. Why might we need to be 
careful with some sources? 

1. What is the Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade? 

2. How and why were people 
treated like cargo? 

3. What were the short- and 
long-term consequences? 

4. What is the legacy of the 
slave trade? 

Homework 

Homework is a core part of KS3 

History and serves to support the 

learning we do in class. We focus on 

revising key terms so students have 

a strong vocabulary and are able to 

access different sources, as well as 

understand the historical context. 

 

Knowledge Organisers 

These provide the basic knowledge 

needed for each topic. Students are 

given a certain number of key words 

and/or dates to revise and are then 

quizzed on them on the due date. 

Students will be asked to do this 

twice a half term.

 

All homework is set on Teams 

Students can attend Homework 

Club in the LRC from Monday – 

Thursday, 14.45-15.45 

History Film Club 

Like films? Like history? Like films 

about history? 

Every Thursday beginning 30th Sept, 

2.45-3.30pm in room F22 

 

 


